          ROCKVILLE HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND



         Fall 2009 Grading Procedure
Performance Attendance- (30%)  This is a standard part of the grade for every performing musical organization in the Vernon School System. Performance is the culmination of all our time and efforts and our final product is most visible to the public.  Each invalid absence from a performance will result in a 5 point deduction from the student's quarter grade.  (see additional information on page 2)

Out of School Practice Attendance (Homework)-  (35%)   It is impossible to expect the Marching Band to perform as often as we do with only our in-school rehearsal time.  The quality and expectation level for our organization necessitates outside of school rehearsals.  Each of these 1, 2, or 3 hour practice sessions serves as the outside of school preparation (homework) that is required by the Vernon Board of Education in each subject area.  Each invalid absence from a rehearsal will result in a 2 point deduction from the student's quarter grade.

Playing Tests- (20%)   (3 tests on memorized music or flag/dance work)  Memorization is the key to learning something extremely well.  It ensures that students are preparing the assigned material outside of class.  Playing tests have been an integral part of the grading procedure for both the RHS and VCMS band programs. Memorization tests usually take place either in groups of 8-12 students at a time or in a full band setting. Each test is worth 6 or 7 points towards the student's quarter grade.

Social Traits and Attributes- (15%)  (Behavior, self-discipline, attitude, responsibility, cooperation). These are all areas that the marching band activity serves to develop in its members. All members are expected to:

 1. arrive at each rehearsal on time, 

 2. have the necessary music, equipment, and "dot book"/drill chart  

 3. account for any absences from rehearsals or performances outside of  the school day, 

 4. display proper respect for the student leaders and instructional staff

 5.  maintain the appropriate self-discipline that is necessary to the success of a high quality marching band. 

Most infractions of these social traits will result in a 1 point deduction from the quarter grade.

Final Exam  - Each wind player will be required to submit a final exam performance tape or CD or mp3 recording during the last two weeks of the first academic quarter.  Drumline and Color Guard students will perform their final exam performance “live” at one of the Wednesday evening sectional rehearsals near the end of October. This exam accounts for 20% of your final marching band grade. More details will be given about this exam around October 10.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
All absences for practices and performances outside of the regular school day must be justified by a written note, signed by the parent, and returned before the date of the absence. As stated above, any absences not accompanied by a previous note will result in a 1 point deduction from the student's attitude/ responsibility grade. Here are some general guidelines:
Valid Reasons for Absence (no deduction from grade)

1. Religious holidays and special religious observations (Confirmation, Bar Mitzvah, etc)

2. Illness (a note is not necessary if you were absent from school that day)

3. Family wedding

4. RHS Sports conflicts

Invalid Reasons for Absence (will result in deduction from grade)

1. Work/babysitting

2. Too much homework

3. Cannot get a ride

4. Other meetings, etc.

Notice to student athletes - While there is no grade penalty assessed when a band practice or performance is missed because of an RHS sports conflict, we trust that you will not take advantage of this policy.  The intent is for you to split your time appropriately between the two activities, so that when scheduling conflicts arise, you generally miss the same amount of time for each activity.   All coaches have been well-informed not to penalize athletes who miss practices/games due to other RHS activities.  If a problem develops with your coach, notify Mr. Davis as soon as possible so that discussion can take place to resolve the conflict.     

