How to memorize marching band music?
(From Yahoo Answers)

Well I have the music and I play baritone but the problem is how do I memorize it? I'm good at memorizing piano music but our marching band music has different times so that is gonna mess me up. I need tips on memorizing fast and well and I don't have a home baritone, I play the school's baritone. And yeah this is my first year in marching band. I need to memorize quickly because rehearsal for the music is near the end of july!!!!! Please help!

Best Answer - Chosen by Voters

My suggestion would be to play over it as often as possible. Go through and look for similar patterns and find ways to help yourself memorize it. Even when you don't have the baritone, go over and do the fingerings on a pencil (or something more suited to your instrument - I played flute and that was easiest for me) and hum the music under your breath.

Marching music isn't terribly complicated, so I would suggest that as long as you just practice the fingerings over and over again, you'll get a good general idea of how it goes. I think you'll find that once you get there, there will be a lot of people who don't have a total handle on the music. It'll look good for you if you do, but even the strictest marching bands (I came from one) aren't perfect on the first day.
************************************************************************************

Memorizing comes easier if you break it down into smaller sections. The objective is to play one measure perfectly at a time. In other words, don't blow through a passage with mistakes and expect it to come out right the next time you play it. Your body creates a muscle memory every time you play something. So that means it can either make a good memory or a bad memory. Slow it down to the point where you can play each measure with perfect accuracy. That way you are making good muscle memories. It is much easier to take it slow and get it right than it is to play it fast and have to erase the bad muscle memories and replace them with good ones. It is a painful lesson that is far too often not learned by music students, including myself. 

1. Go slow enough so you can play each measure perfectly.
2. Go over passages then phrases until you can play each with perfection.
3. Play the piece until you can play it with complete perfection.



The memory part is much easier if you take your time and do it right the first time. 
Practice does NOT make perfect.
PERFECT PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT.

my first year in marching band felt pretty crazy but after listening to it over and over i would finally get it. since you don't have your horn just practive fingering through it while marking time with your feet. do one section at a time(memorize a few measures at a time) then don't look at the music and try to sing and finger through the music. 

also if you have a cd of the music i would put it on repeat and fall asleep listening to it.
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When it comes to marching band, what helps me memorize the music is just practice. I practice the music about every day, then usually I'll attempt to run it through my head without the aid of the music. I try to picture the notes and rhythms.

Usually if you play it over and over and listen to what you're playing, you'll be able to play it without the music.

i know exactly how you feel! my first year in marching band was last year, and lets just say everything was hard! now that this is going to be my second year i feel much more comfortable with what i need to do. as for memorizing music everyone memorizes at a different rate. break it up into pieces that are five to ten measures long and just play it over and over. then try to connect them together.you should see if they can let you borrow the baritone because it is nearly impossible to memorize with out it. slam the valves down and if you have trouble slow it down. i use a metronome when i am stuck. maybe if possible play your baritone part on your piano and then maybe it will be easier to learn on the baritone! hope i helped! good luck!

ive been in the same situation. i had a lot to memorize and not a lot of time to do it. plus i didnt have my instrument with me. 
what i did, was i memorized the first line. i kept going over it and over it. i sang it, clapped it, went over the fingerings, everything. after i memorized that line. i looked at the second line, then i tried putting the two together. after that i just kepting adding another line on until i had the whole movement down. then i moved on to the other movements. the first year is a bit intimidating b/c you havent done it before, but relax, youll do great. dont stress about it, it'll all be good.

I find that it really helps to practice with the other members of your section so that you you all kind of pressure each other to memorize it. I always get my music down with this method within a week or two of getting the music. The more years you're in band the easier it gets.
Well memorizing music comes naturally to me, but here's a good method: PRACTICE PRACTICE PRACTICE!!!!!! Every day till your lip gets tired. Try to borrow the schools baritone (or just take it, they won't miss it, ask an upperclassman). Listen to recordings of the music online. Once band season starts, memorizing will be cake because you do everything so much that it will be second nature. Just like how you memorized how to speak english words, repetition.

There is no such thing as memorizing music quickly(unless if you some sort of prodigy) Learn it in chunks. Practice a couple of measures over and over. Then, once you think you know it, try to play it. That's how I do it. Learn the rythms first, then add on dynamics, then accents.

1. you need to practice! either at school or take your instrument home.
2. memorize your music to your marching sets (usually 16 count phrases-or bigger)
3. alot of marching music is repetitive-so it is easier than you think!
